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As nightlife grows, police 
beef up Allentown presence 


UFFALO 
B POLICE 


Complaint calls spike; 
residents decry change 


By KAREN ROBINSON 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


Fights. Lines. People, some with 
cups of beer, crowding a narrow street. 

As the increasing number of bars 
on Allen Street draws bigger crowds, 
police are ramping up their late-night 
weekend presence in the neighbor- 
hood to address unruly behavior that 
sometimes escalates into loud fights. 

Bar owners, longtime residents and 
community leaders say the recent shift 
is akin to the development that put 
Chippewa Street on the map. 

“It’s the new Chippewa. It’s actually 


worse than Chippewa,” said Amanda 
Markovich, a bartender at Nietzsche’s, 
an Allentown fixture. “Its horrible. 
There’s a ton of foot traffic. The bubble 
has got to burst at some point.” 

In the last four years, eight new 
bars and restaurants have opened in 
the neighborhood around the corner 
of Allen Street and Elmwood Avenue, 
according to State Liquor Authority 
records. Some of those have replaced 
older bars, while others are new bars 
in buildings where stores were once 
located. 

The influx of bars, some neighbor- 
hood advocates say, has resulted in 
a growing concern about a popular 
section of the city that has long been 
known for its vibrant party scene. 

On Nov. 16, Police Commissioner 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Buffalo Police officers patrol Allen Street on foot in the early morning hours of Oct. 21. In the last four years, eight 
new bars have opened in the neighborhood, causing an increase in crowds and unruly behavior. 


Daniel Derenda will meet with Allen- 
town constituents, block club mem- 
bers and others to discuss the issues. 
“There are too many bars on Al- 
len Street,” said Councilman David 
Franczyk, who set up the meeting to 
talk about resolving the problem in his 
district. “There used to be mixed-use 
— a laundromat, Rust Belt Books and 
other kinds of businesses. And then it 
became bars, bars, bars, bars.” 


Shift in activity 

To be sure, Allentown for decades 
has had a nightlife scene that has 
drawn crowds and police. Franczyk 


remembers frequenting Allentown 40 
years ago for shows at the Allendale 


See Allentown on Page A10 


By Henry L. Davis 


NEWS MEDICAL REPORTER 


Catholic Health will pay $6 
million to settle a whistleblower 
lawsuit over allegations that its 
nursing home subsidiary over- 
billed Medicare and Medicaid 
for rehabilitation therapy servic- 
es — including providing unnec- 
essary therapy to some patients. 

The hospital system agreed 
to enter into a five-year corpo- 
rate integrity agreement with 
the Health and Human Servic- 
es Office of Inspector General 
to ensure its compliance with 
the regulations. 

The settlement arose from a 
case brought by two former em- 
ployees. 

The case came under the 
False Claims Act, on behalf of 
the government, which entitles 
whistleblowers to a portion of 
any settlement - in this case, 
$990,000. 

The hospital system was ac- 
cused of submitting false claims 
to Medicare, the federal health 
program for individuals 65 and 
older, and to Medicaid, the state- 
federal health program for the 
poor, for speech, occupational 
and physical therapy between 
2007 and 2014 at three nursing 
homes. The nursing homes were 
Father Baker Manor, St. Francis 
in Williamsville and the McAu- 
ley Residence in Kenmore. 

The claims involved patients 
referred from hospitals for short- 
term rehabilitation as well as 
long-term care residents. 

“A health care system that 
is infected with dishonesty is 
susceptible to one of the worst 
afflictions known to mankind 


Catholic Health 
to pay $6 million 
to settle lawsuit 


Hospital system was accused of filing 
Jalse claims to Medicare, Medicaid 


- human greed,” Acting U.S. 
Attorney James P. Kennedy 
Jr. said Friday. “Today’s settle- 
ment demonstrates our unwav- 
ering commitment to eradicat- 
ing this cancer from our federal 
health care programs.” 

The subsidiary, now known 
as Home & Community-Based 
Care, filed claims for the highest, 
most expensive levels of therapy 
that were not reasonable, nec- 
essary for patients, and unsup- 
ported by records, according to 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

The complaint in the case 
also alleged false claims from 
using software that automati- 
cally selected payments for ser- 
vices for more days than were 
provided, and using billing pro- 
cedures that improperly boost- 
ed payments for services. 

“When health care compa- 
nies charge federal government 
health programs for medically 
unnecessary services just to 
boost profits, taxpayers are vic- 
timized and the health care in- 
dustry’s reputation takes a hit,” 
Scott J. Lampert, special agent- 
in-charge in the Inspector Gen- 
eral Office of Investigations, 
said in a statement. 

Catholic Health, in a state- 
ment, said the organization ad- 
mitted no liability or wrongdo- 
ing in the settlement, and that 
the government’s case was based 
on a small sample of cases. 

Decisions about the necessi- 
ty of care, after the fact, are sub- 
jective, Catholic Health officials 
said in the statement. Catholic 
Health disagrees with the gov- 
ernment’s position, Catholic 


See Lawsuit on Page A6 


PUERTO RICO TRIP 
TURNS INTO A 


RELIEF MISSION 


Valerie Sauers of Elma expected a relax- 
ing visit to her boyfriend in Puerto Rico. 
Instead, she aided relief efforts after 
Hurricane Maria hit. Story on Page B1 
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UB-bred comedy writer Zweibel 
follows mantra: Keep on rowing 


By Tim O’SHEI 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


EW YORK - Some years 

ago, Alan Zweibel and 

his friend Billy Crystal 

were deep in conversa- 
tion. This is not a surprise. The two 
have been close since the mid-1970s, 
shortly after Zweibel graduated from 
the University at Buffalo, returned 
home to Long Island, and started 
performing stand-up at open mics in 
Manhattan. 

Anot-yet-famous Crystal, who 
lived just 20 minutes away, used to 
pick up Zweibel in his Volkswagen. 

“He was a large man, so it was 
challenging at times to get his head 
inside the car,” Crystal recalled re- 
cently, buttressing his joke with a 
percussive laugh. 

Since then, they have also shared 
births and deaths and bar and bat 


Derek Gee/News file photo 


Alan Zweibel, a comedy writer and 
novelist, performs in an annual show 


Award. (The men 


Alan Zweibel’s collaborated on 
story is part Crystal’s one-man 
of an occas- Broadway show, 
sional series “700 Sundays.”) In 
about former this conversation, 
Buffalonians they were sharing 
who have made arealization: They 
the big time. were not kids any- 
more; comics were 
rising and ready 


to take their place. Which prompted 
Crystal to share this observation: 
“You've just got to keep rowing.” 
Zweibel, who at 67 is two years 
Crystal’s junior, has followed his 
friend’s words and repeats them 
often. On this day, he was sharing 
them over lunch at the Friars Club, 
a midtown Manhattan private en- 
clave for show-biz types like Zweibel, 
whose stand-up career was short- 
lived, but who instead became one of 


JFK files detail plans 
by CIA to kill Castro 


Swimsuit, seashells 
eyed as weapons 


By Matt PEARCE 


LOS ANGELES TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Cuban as- 
sassination plots involving ex- 
ploding seashells and poisoned 
swimsuits. Bounties on the 
heads of high-profile commu- 
nists. A secretive investigation 
that tracked John F. Kennedy’s 
assassin into Mexico. 

As scholars, journalists and 
the merely curious on Friday 
pored through a trove of near- 
ly 3,000 newly released secret 
documents related to the 35th 


were fewifany major plot twists 
about what happened that day 
in Dallas in 1963. 

Instead, the files - which in- 
clude secret FBI memos, hand- 
written notes from top White 
House officials and CIA field 
reports — tell the story of Amer- 
ica’s paranoid underworld in 
the 1960s, where shadowy fig- 
ures chased secrets at home 
and abroad and hatched plots 
to change the course of history. 

The newly released records 
shine a light on America’s co- 
vert operations at a time when 
America was deeply suspi- 
cious of its Cold War adversar- 
ies, combating Soviet influence 
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mitzvahs and weddings and a Tony called “Celebrity Autobiography.” See Zweibel on Page AG president’s assassination, there See JFKon Page A5 
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